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Getting Married in the Stour Vale Benefice 
 

We are blessed in the Stour Vale Benefice in being able to marry so many 
people.  We welcome all enquiries at every stage of preparation, so please 

do ask!   

Every act of worship in the Benefice is unique, 

a time and a place in which we hear and receive God’s promises. 
 

This is true at weddings just as on Sundays and at every other service.  We 

aim to ensure that every wedding is rich in promise and serenity and that 
all will know how deep and life-long is God’s love and promise for all who 

are married in the Stour Vale Benefice. 
 

Every service in the Benefice is also part of the 900-year-old story of 
God’s love in and for the people of this community of seven parishes. 

 

In our ancient buildings, we want everyone to know that the same story 
continues for all.  We are a living community, open to all and trusting in 
God’s loving promises.  This is why we encourage everyone being married 
here to share in the wider life of the church, not as a duty, but as people 
like us, wanting more of the love which is God’s gift for life.  Please visit 
the Benefice website on www.stourvalebenefice.org.uk to discover more 
of our whole life as a church.  
 

We have a wealth of experience in what can help every wedding to be the 

day that every bride and groom wants and needs; and also of what may 

be unhelpful to achieving the perfect day, so please do feel free to ask 

questions.   

With our prayers and good wishes in all that you hope for. 

Revd Clare Dean  

Vicar of the Stour Vale Benefice 
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The most frequently asked Question: Can I be married in one of the Stour 

Vale Benefice Churches?  

If you live in one of the parishes in the Benefice and can answer ‘Yes’ to 
each of the following questions, then you can automatically be married in 
the Benefice:  

❖ Are you both Relevant Nationals?  That is, are you both either:  

o British Citizens or Irish Citizens  

o Persons with leave granted under EUSS  

o Persons with pending application for leave under EUSS 

– where the application was made prior to 30 June 2021  

❖ Are you both over 18 years old?  

❖ Does one or both of you live (as your primary residence) in the 

parish?  

❖ Are you both single, with no previous marriages that have been 

dissolved?  
 

But if you both live outside the Stour Vale Benefice, the law requires you 

to “qualify” for marriage here:  

Qualifying Connections: 

You can marry in a Church of England church if you can show that either 
the bride or the groom: 

• has at any time lived in the parish for a period of at least 6 months, 
or 

• was baptised (christened) in the parish concerned, or 
• is Confirmed and your confirmation was entered in the register of 

confirmations for a church or chapel in the parish (this will usually 
be the case if you were prepared for confirmation in the parish), 
or 

• has at any time regularly gone to normal church services in the 
parish church for a period of at least 6 months 

or 
That one of your parents, at any time after you were born: 

• has lived in the parish for a period of at least 6 months, or 
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• has regularly gone to normal church services in the parish church 
for a period of at least 6 months 

or 
That one of your parents or grandparents: 

• was married in the parish 
You will need to be able to prove one of these connections with written 

evidence.  
 

Anyone wanting to be married has to prove that they are legally free to 

marry.  Marriage by Banns is the usual way of proving this, but in some 

cases, marriage by Licence may be required – we are happy to advise 

you. 

Marriage by Banns   

This means that, by law, Banns (notice of marriage) must be “called” in the 
parish in which you are to be married three times (as close together as 
regular services allow) during the three months before the wedding date.  
Anyone who knows any reason in law why you may not be married is asked 
to declare it.  The Banns are called during Sunday services at the Parish 
Church where you will be married and you are always very welcome to 
join us for those services.  
 

If you do not live in the parish where the wedding is going to take place, 
you will also need to have your Banns called in the Parish where you do 
live and get a Banns Certificate to prove they have been read during the 
three months before the wedding. 
 

We will explain more about this process when you fill out a Wedding 
Application form and have a date booked. 
 

It is also sometimes possible to arrange a marriage by Licence, the most 
common ones being: 

 

Marriage by Common (Bishop’s) or Superintendent Registrar’s Licence 
This is what happens if:  

• A wedding has to be arranged without there being time for the 
banns to be called or has to be re-arranged at short notice  

• For good reason a couple do not wish their names to be read 
out in public  
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• One or both of the couple is not a Relevant National   

• You are currently living abroad   
NB. If we advise you that you will need to be married by Licence, we will 
tell you what you need to do next. 
 
How much does a wedding cost? 
There are set fees (Statutory Fees) for weddings in the Church of England.  
These cover the Reading of the Banns in each church where they are read. 
If you need to have to have a Banns Certificate, you will also need to pay 
the church where you live for this.  And the main set fee is for the Marriage 
service. These fees usually rise slightly at the beginning of each year - for 
2026 they are £39 for the Reading of the Banns (for each church where 
they are read), £20 for the Banns Certificate (you will only pay this if you 
don’t live where you are getting married), and £566 for the Marriage 
Service.  
 

There are also the local fees which vary by church and cover things like the 

Verger and organist, heating etc, and for some churches the bell ringers.  
 

What next? 

You will need to contact the Benefice Administrator 

Jill Perry Phone: 01747838911  Email:  

adminsvb@gmail.com   
 

Jill will send you a wedding application form and then we will arrange for 

you to meet with Revd Clare and plan your wedding. 

 

We also recommend that you look at the Church of England’s information 

about getting married on their website: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/your-church-wedding  

 
produced for the parishes of the Stour Vale Benefice: 

Buckhorn Weston – East Stour – Fifehead Magdalen  

Kington Magna – Stour Provost – Todber – West Stour 
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