
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A brief guide to Baptism services 
For Parents 
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If you would like to have your child Baptised (Christened), this leaflet will 
hopefully answer some of your questions. 
 

Baptism or Christening services are an important step in the Christian 
life. 
 

Baptism is the beginning of a life-long faith journey.  Parents and 
Godparents will make promises before God, family and friends on behalf 
of the child to bring them up as Christians.  They will promise to help 
them live and grow as part of God’s family; to pray for them and help 
them to follow Christ. 
 

In the Benefice, Baptisms take place on Sundays, ideally as part of a 
Parish Communion Service – a copy of the Order of Service is available 
to view on our website (www.stourvalebenfice.org.uk). 
 

If it is not practical to join a morning service, then we can arrange for a 
special baptism service on a Sunday afternoon (from 2pm). 
 
What Happens at a Baptism Service? 
 

There are several special moments during a Baptism service: 
 

❖ The vicar will pray for your child and for all those who will 
support them in their path of faith.  

❖ You and the godparents will make some important promises for 
your child in the service. You will promise to pray regularly for 
your child and to bring them up knowing that God loves them 
and learning about Jesus.  

❖ Holy oil will be used to make the sign of the cross on your child’s 
forehead. This is like an invisible badge, there forever, to show 
that child belongs to God.  

❖ Water, which is blessed in the church’s font, will be poured over 
your child’s head by the vicar. This is the moment of baptism.  

❖ Everyone promises to continue supporting your child from this 
moment.  

❖ A candle will be given to you as a reminder of Jesus the Light of 
the World, who goes with you and is with you always.  

http://www.stourvalebenfice.org.uk/
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Choosing Godparents  
Please remember the following points when thinking about who you 
would like to ask to be a Godparent to your child. 

❖ In the service, the godparents make promises to share the 
amazing journey of the Christian faith, to pray for your child and 
to show them ways to grow in faith and love.  

❖ It is important that the people you chose as godparents are 
Christians themselves and are happy to do those things. It is 
usual to have three godparents, although there is a bit of 
flexibility with this.  

❖ Because of the special role they have in supporting your child’s 
faith journey, godparents must be christened themselves. Other 
important people can also have a role as ’supporting friends’.  

❖ They can belong to another Christian denomination (e.g. 
Methodist, Roman Catholic), and do not have to be Church of 
England.  

 
We have a separate leaflet for Godparents to help explain more about 
their role. 
 
We would also strongly recommend looking at all the guidance for 
Christenings on the Church of England website:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/christenings/parents-
guide-christenings  
 
There is no charge for a Baptism, but donations towards the upkeep of 
our parish churches are always much appreciated. 
 
What Next? 
Please contact the Benefice Administrator for an application form and 
then we will arrange for you to meet with Revd Clare to plan your child’s 
baptism. 
 
Contact details: 
Mrs Jill Perry – email: adminsvb@gmail.com phone 01747 838911 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/christenings/parents-guide-christenings
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/christenings/parents-guide-christenings
mailto:adminsvb@gmail.com
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produced for the parishes of the Stour Vale Benefice: 

Buckhorn Weston – East Stour – Fifehead Magdalen  

Kington Magna – Stour Provost – Todber – West Stour 
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